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COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA
BOARD OF EDUCATION
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA

October 29, 1998

MINUTES

The Board of Education and the Board of Vocational Education reconvened at 9:00 a.m. in Senate
Room B of the General Assembly Building in Richmond, Virginia on Thursday, October 29, 1998 with the
following members present:

Mr. Kirk T. Schroder, President Senator John W. Russell
Senator J. Brandon Bell, Vice President Mrs. Ruby W. Rogers
Mrs. Jennifer C. Byler Mrs. Lil Tuttle
Mr. Mark C. Christie
Mrs. Susan T. Noble Mr. Paul D. Stapleton

Secretary and Superintendent of
Public Instruction

Mr. Schroder, president, presided and called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Senator Russell gave the invocation and led in the Pledge of Allegiance.

RECOGNITION OF VIRGINIA 1999 REGIONAL TEACHERS

Region I Carolyn Powell Henly
Region II Linda B. Koutoufas
Region III Margaret F. Hardt
Region IV Regla Armengol
Region V Carolyn A. Rankin
Region VI Benjamin F. Bazak
Region VII Linda W. Kelly
Region VIII Paula P. Duncan
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First Review of Proposed Language for Procedures for Defining Criteria for Board of
Education Vocational Seals on Diplomas

The 1998 General Assembly amended Standard 4 of the Standards of Quality by adding language
to require that the Board of Education develop criteria for recognizing exemplary performances in vocational
studies by students who have completed the requirements for a standard or advanced studies diploma and
to award seals on the diplomas of students meeting such criteria.

The Board of Education=s Regulations Establishing Standards for Accrediting Public Schools
in Virginia (SOAs) address awards for exemplary performance.  Currently, the SOA only provides for a
Board of Education Seal and a Governor=s Seal on the diplomas of students meeting certain diploma and
grade point average requirements.

At the July 23 meeting of the Board of Education, the Department sought authorization to initiate
the Administrative Process Act (APA) requirements in order to amend the SOA to address this new
requirement.  Following the July 23 meeting, the Department filed the Notice of Intended Regulatory Action
(NOIRA) with the Registrar of Regulations, in accordance with the requirements of the APA and Executive
Order Number Twenty-five (98).  The NOIRA was published in the Virginia Register on September 28,
1998.  The thirty-day notice period concluded on October 28, 1998.

Mr. Charles Finley, Director of Accreditation,  informed Board members that the Department did
not receive any comments from the public on the proposed regulatory action notice.  Mr. Finley requested
the Board to approve the language to go out for public comment and completion of the APA process.

Mr. Christie made a motion to amend the proposed language to clarify that the courses were
optional and not mandatory.  The motion was seconded by Senator Russell and carried unanimously.

Mr. Christie made a motion to approve the proposed language to amend the SOA to establish
criteria for recognizing exemplary performance in vocational studies by students who have completed the
requirements for a standard or advanced diploma.  The motion was seconded by Senator Russell and
carried unanimously.

Annual Review of SOL Test Program

Mrs. Byler made a motion to establish a SOL test review every year in July, starting with July 1999.
 The motion was seconded by Mrs. Noble and carried unanimously.
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There was a lengthy discussion on whether Board members can raise the pass scores.  Mrs. Joan
Murphy of the Attorney General=s office stated that Board members will be able to raise the pass scores
in the future.

Decision Regarding Passing and Advanced Scores on the Standards of Learning (SOL
Tests)

Following are results of NON-BINDING VOTES by Board members:

Grade 3 English: Reading, Literature and Research

Mrs. Noble made a motion to set the Grade Three English cut score Pass/Proficient at 32 (71%).
 The motion was seconded by Mrs. Byler and carried unanimously.

Mrs. Rogers made a motion to set the Grade Three English cut score Advanced at 42 (93%).  The
motion was seconded by Mrs. Noble and carried unanimously.

Grade 3 Mathematics

Mrs. Noble made a motion to set the Grade Three Math cut score Pass/Proficient at 36 (72%).
 The motion was seconded by Mrs. Rogers and carried unanimously.

Mrs. Rogers made a motion to set the Grade Three Math cut score Advanced at 45 (90%).
The motion was seconded by Mrs. Noble and carried unanimously.

Grade 3 Science

Mrs. Noble made a motion to set the Grade Three Science cut score Pass/Proficient at 27 (68%).
 The motion was seconded by Mrs. Rogers.  The motion passed with five yes votes, one opposed, and one
abstention.

Mrs. Byler made a motion to set the Grade Three Science cut score Advanced at 36 (90%).  The
motion was seconded by Mrs. Rogers and carried unanimously.

Grade 3 History and Social Science
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Mrs. Noble made a motion to set the Grade 3 History and Social Science cut score Pass/
Proficient at 24 (60%).  The motion was seconded by Mrs. Rogers.  The motion passed with seven yes
votes and one opposed.

Mrs. Byler made a motion to set the Grade 3 History and Social Science cut score Advanced at
36 (90%).  The motion was seconded by Mrs.Rogers and carried unanimously.

Grade 5 English: Reading Literature and Research

Mrs. Noble made a motion to set the Grade 5 English cut score Pass/Proficient at 28 (67%)
The motion was seconded by Senator Russell and carried unanimously.

Mrs. Rogers made a motion to set the Grade 5 English cut score Advanced at 39 (93%). 
The motion was seconded by Mrs. Noble and carried unanimously.

Grade 5 English: Writing

Mrs. Byler made a motion to set the Grade 5 Writing cut score Pass/Proficient at 30 (68%).
The motion was seconded by Senator Russell and carried unanimously.

Mrs. Rogers made a motion to set the Grade 5 Writing cut score Advanced at 41 (93%).  The
motion was seconded by Mrs. Byler and carried unanimously.

Grade 5 Mathematics

Mrs. Noble made a motion to set the Grade 5 Mathematics cut score Pass/Proficient at 34 (68%).
 The motion was seconded by Mrs. Rogers and carried unanimously.

Mrs. Byler made a motion to set the Grade 5 Mathematics cut score Advanced at 46 (92%).
The motion was seconded by Mrs. Rogers and carried unanimously.

Grade 5 Science

Mrs. Noble made a motion to set the Grade 5 Science cut score Proficient at 26 (65%)
The motion was seconded by Mrs. Rogers and carried unanimously.

Mrs. Rogers made a motion to set the Grade 5 Science cut score Advanced at 37 (93%)
The motion was seconded by Mrs. Byler and carried unanimously.
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Mr. Christie made a substitute motion to set the Grade 5 Science cut score Advanced at 36 (90%).
 The motion was seconded by Senator Bell.  The motion did not pass for lack of votes.

Grade 5 History and Social Science

Mrs. Noble made a motion to set the Grade 5 History and Social Science cut score Pass/Proficient
at 24 (60%).  The motion was seconded by Mrs. Rogers.

Mrs. Byler offered a substitute motion to set the Grade 5 History and Social Science cut score
Proficient at 27 (68%).  The motion was seconded by Senator Russell.

Mrs. Byler offered a friendly amendment to substitute motion to set the Grade 5 History and Social
Science cut score Pass/Proficient at 26 (65%).  The motion was seconded by Senator Russell.  The motion
passed with five yes votes and three no votes.

Mrs. Byler made a motion to set the Grade 5 History and Social Science cut score Advanced at
37 (93%).  The motion was seconded by Mrs. Rogers and carried unanimously.

Grade 5 Computer/Technology

Mrs. Byler made a motion to set the Grade 5 Computer/Technology cut score Pass/Proficient at
17 (57%).  The motion was seconded by Mr. Christie.  The motion passed with six five yes votes and one
abstention.  Mrs. Tuttle was not present to vote.

Mrs. Byler made a motion to set the Grade 5 Computer/Technology cut score Advanced at 27
(90%).  The motion passed with six yes votes and one abstention.  Mrs. Tuttle was not present to vote.

Grade 8 English: Reading, Literature and Research

Mrs. Byler made a motion to set the Grade 8 English cut score Pass/Proficient at 27 (64%).  The
motion was seconded by Mrs. Rogers and carried unanimously.

Mrs. Tuttle offered a substitute motion to set the Grade 8 English cut score Proficient at 30 (71%).
 The motion did not carry.
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Mrs. Noble made a motion to set the Grade 8 English cut score Advanced at 37 (88%).  The
motion was seconded by Senator Russell, all carried.

Grade 8 English: Writing

Mr. Christie made a motion to set the Grade 8 English: Writing cut score Pass/Proficient at 27
(64%).  The motion was seconded by Mrs. Byler.  The motion passed with six yes votes, one abstention
and one opposed.

Mrs. Byler made a motion to set the Grade 8 English Writing cut score Advanced at 41 (93%).
 The motion was seconded by Mrs. Noble and carried unanimously.

Grade 8 Mathematics

Mrs. Tuttle made a motion to set the Grade 8 Mathematics cut score Pass/Proficient at 41 (68%).
 The motion did not carry.

Mr. Christie made a motion to set the Grade 8 Mathematics cut score Pass/Proficient at 37 (62%).
 The motion was seconded by Mrs. Rogers.  The motion passed with six yes votes; one opposed and one
abstention.

Mrs. Byler made a motion to set the Grade 8 Mathematics cut score Advanced at 55 (92%).  The
motion was seconded by Senator Bell and carried unanimously.

Mr. Christie offered a substitute motion to set the Grade 8 Mathematics cut score Advanced at 52
(87%).  There was no second to the substitute motion.

Grade 8 Science

Mr. Christie made a motion to set the Grade 8 Science cut score Proficient at 29 (58%).  The
motion was seconded by Mrs. Noble.  The motion passed with six yes votes, one opposed and one
abstention.

Mrs. Byler made a motion to set the Grade 8 Science cut score Advanced at 45 (90%).  The
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motion was seconded by Mrs. Rogers and carried unanimously.

Grade 8 History and Social Science

Mr. Christie made a motion to set the Grade 8 History and Social Science cut score Proficient at
32 (64%).  The motion was seconded by Mrs. Noble.

Mrs. Byler made a substitute motion to set the Grade 8 History and Social Science cut score
Proficient at 35 (70%).  The motion was seconded by Mrs. Tuttle.

Senator Russell made a substitute motion to set the Grade 8 History and Social Science cut score
Proficient at 33 (66%).  The motion was seconded by Mrs. Byler and carried unanimously.

Mrs. Byler made a motion to set the Grade 8 History and Social Science Advanced at 46 (92%).
 There was no second to the motion.

Mrs. Noble made a substitute motion to set the Grade 8 History and Social Science cut score
Advanced at 45 (90%).  The motion was seconded by Mrs. Byler and carried unanimously.

Grade 8 Computer/Technology

Mrs. Byler made a motion to set the Grade 8 Computer/Technology cut score Pass/Proficient at
26 (65%).  The motion was seconded by Senator Russell and carried unanimously.

Mrs. Rogers made a motion to set the Grade 8 Computer/Technology cut score Advanced at 36
(90%).  The motion was seconded by Mrs. Noble and carried unanimously.

RECESS
 

The meeting recessed for the evening at 4:10 p.m.


